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East   End   Historical   District   Association 
Celebrating  thirty  years  of  service  to  the  residents  in  

Galveston’s  historic  east  end 
 

 
COMING EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar 5 (Saturday) – Art Walk 
Mar 7 (Monday) 4:00pm – Landmark 
Commission – City Hall  
Mar 17 (Tuesday) – St. Patrick’s Day 
Mar 21 (Monday) 4:00pm – Landmark 
Commission – City Hall  
Mar 21 (Monday) 5:30 – 6:30pm - University 
Area Assoc. – Wm. Temple Epis. Ctr. 
Mar 27 (Sunday) - Easter 
 

PARKING PERMIT 
CORRECTION 

   Your residential parking permits must be renewed 
annually.  Last month’s reminder in this newsletter 
did not show the correct location for application. 
   Take proof of address and vehicle registration to 
5301 Avenue S.   Each household is allowed as 
many as four permits for multiple autos and one 
visitor pass.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

EEHDA’S COTTAGE AND 
LOCATION  
PART OF 
GALVESTON’S 
COLORFUL 
HISTORY 

VICTOR GUSTAFSON HOME 
   This raised one-story cottage originally was 
located at 620 Market Street.   Before the 
property was purchased by Victor Gustafson in 
1895, it had belonged to Swiss immigrant 
Henry Rosenberg, who is remembered as a 
prominent businessman and public Benefactor. 
   The builder of this cottage, Victor Gustafson 
(1870-1956), was a native of Finland.   He 
worked on the Galveston Wharves and 
constructed this home for his family during the 
last years of the nineteenth century. Although 
the house was partially destroyed during the 
1900 storm, Gustafson was able to rebuild and 
to enlarge it as his family grew in number.   A 
good example of a working class home in the 
1880-1900 period of Galveston history, the 
structure was moved to this site in the East 
End Historical District in 1979. 
   From 1918 until 1965, this lot on Postoffice 
Street was the location of the Cordray 
Drugstore.   Well known to Galvestonians, the 
business was begun by Pharmacist Edmund 
Joseph Cordray (1879-1965.   Cordray was a 
native of Galveston and a graduate of the 
University of Texas School of Pharmacy.   The 
drugstore closed upon his death.  The structure 
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EEHDA 
Mar 3 (Thursday) 7:00pm - Wine & 
cheese Reception for members.   
7:30pm – EEHDA Board of Directors  
General Membership welcome!  This 
month’s focus is on British Petro.’s 
proposal for a liquid natural gas depot 
on Pelican Island 
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at the site was condemned and torn down, 
leaving an empty lot to which the Victor 
Gustafson Home was moved.  Texas Historical 
Commission Marker 1985 
                                          See Cottage, page 2                                    
Cottage (cont.) 
 
   According to an article written in the mid 80’s 
for the Galveston Daily News by Dr. E. Wood 
Hall, the site of what we call “The Cottage” was 
once one of the principal slave markets in 
Galveston before the Civil War.   
   In the year following the Civil War, a building 
was constructed on the site and used as a 
carpenter’s shop and later housed a grocery 
store.  In 1918, it was purchased by 
Pharmacist. Edmund Joseph Cordray,   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1501 Postoffice –CORDRAY DRUGSTORE - 1975  
 

   E. Burke Evans, M.D., an avid supporter of 
the newly formed East End Historical District 
Association, purchased the site of the old 
Cordray Drugstore and presented it to the 
membership of EEHDA for their use. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SITE CLEARED AND READY FOR IT’S COTTAGE 

 
 
 Shortly after demolition of the old Cordray 
Drugstore, Jake Posnick donated a small home 
located at University Blvd. and Market Street.   
The building was moved to it’s new site in 
1979. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COTTAGE ON IT’S WAY TO NEW SITE - 1979 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The ornate glass in the front door of EEHDA’s 
Cottage was donated by Robert Tucker, Island 
City Woodworking, in 1982 
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Another chapter in East End living: 
                                                    from Chris Keller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOCK PARTY 
PLANNING GETS HELP 

   When we put out the call for Block Party help 
last month, we didn’t know that the call had 
already been answered!   Ginny Adams raised 
her hand to help Carlos Guerguin  with 
planning and public relations for the event.  
Thanks Ginny!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARDI GRAS PARADE  
COST $10,000 IN 1870 

ANNALS OF GALVESTON HISTORY 
by 

DON PEAK 
 
   “Galveston’s main business street, the Strand, became 
known as the Wall Street of the Southwest, and its 
ornate Victorian buildings were the envy of all cities over 
the country.  Five of the largest banks in Texas were 
located on the Strand, as were eight newspapers.  The 
block between 23rd and 24th streets was known as 
Insurance Square.  The city had six public squares, two 
parks, two miles of esplanade, street railways drawn by 
horses, thirteen hotels, three concert halls, and an opera 
house.  Fancy shops sold English carpets; French china, 
wine and brandy; and German-made rosewood pianos.  
In 1858 alone, Islanders purchased twenty-three grand 
pianos.  Galveston had the first gaslight, the first electric 
light, the first telephone, the first hospital, the first law 
firm, the first trade union, the first golf course – name a 
business institution or invention and Galveston probably 
had the first in Texas. 
 
   “The Strand was without question one of the most 
interesting streets anywhere.  Restaurants like Monsieur 
Alphonse’s specialized in dishes with names like 
beefsteak goddam a la mode and saloons like the Gem 
and the Age never closed, Sam’s Club and Sample 
Room was a rendezvous for “mercantile gentlemen,” and 
provided exchange newspapers, free meeting rooms, 
lunch and whiskey.  The street stirred with activity and 
pulsed with strange sights.  A long-haired wild-eyed 
drummer who called himself the King of Pain sold patent 
medicine from his wagon, and strolling show people with 
trained monkeys and bears performed for coins on street 
corners.  Some of the street characters were nearly 
mythical.  An old pirate called Crazy Ben, who wore and 
earring and claimed to have been one of Lafitte’s 
corsairs, paid for drinks with gold doubloons.  Another 
man ate glass for tips, and was reported to have 
consumed a half-dozen lamp chimneys in a single 
afternoon. 
 
   “There were Mardi Gras parades, some of them 
costing $10,000 or more, and circus parades; and on 
New Year’s Day there was an annual extravaganza 
called the Parade of Butchers, in which butchers donned 
masks and marched in formation from saloon to saloon.” 
 
Source:  Cartwright, Gary,  GALVESTON, A HISTORY 
OF THE ISLAND.  Atheneum Press, New York, 1991, 
Pg. 118. 
 
 

WE’RE HOME 
 
   “Hi!  I’m ‘Baby Dog’, a Doberman…and I’m 
“Punkin”, a handsome young kitten.  While 
Mom was away on vacation, we both got lost 
from 17th and Postoffice.” 
   ‘Baby Dog’ talking…”I ended up in Santa Fe 
where a nice man contacted Mom and she 
came and got me.  I was very muddy, but I 
got a bath at the vet’s and slept on Mom’s bed 
that night.  What a relief to be home!” 
   “Punkin” speaking…”I only got to 10th and 
Sealy, and that was after being injured.  A 
wonderful family there found me, took me in 
to the vet for treatment and brought me home 
to Mom when they realized I was her missing 
kitten.  That night we all slept on her bed 
together!” 
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RESTORATION OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1122 Sealy 
   When it’s current owners R.D. and Sue Kelly purchased this home in 1984, it had 

been condemned.     It was once owned by brick mason, Thomas Lucas.   Lucas was the 
contractor for “Lucas English Terrace Row” at 14th and Broadway. That project was built in 
1894 and completely destroyed in the storm of 1900.  Lucas served as both brick layer and 
architect in it’s six year reconstruction. 

   The Kelly’s restoration of 1122 Sealy started with demolition of 25 feet at the rear of 
the house.   Care and sensitivity guided their restoration of features such as the high ceilings, 
central hallway and return to the original openings on the front and rear of the home.   The 
original pressed tin roof highlights this home that will grace the East End of Galveston for many 
years to come. 
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NEW and RENEWING MEMBERS 
Penny McBride                                              Ronald J. Seetoo 
Paul & Gene Gonin                                       Kirk & Kathleen Weindorff 
Elizabeth Darst                                             Stanley & Susan Dudek 
Donald & Deborah Lewis                             James Heyland & Judy Phelps 
James Grady                                                Edward Sherwood & Kelly Chambers 
Bob & Jane Chapin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This year’s Children’s Mardi Gras Parade wasn’t Galveston fire fighter’s first parade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6

 


